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Vertical Village:    culture versus technique in high-rise public housing 

 
This is a paper about housing written from the perspective of an architect––someone who 
loves to design and build, and believes in the relevance of tectonic construction. The 
paper’s main purpose, however, is to question some of the prevailing ideas of material and 
formal determinism that are still quite common in the architecture and planning academy –
–expanding the idea of design beyond the material, into a other worlds of intentionality.



 
 

 

 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

Competing Structures: beyond the failure of modern form 
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Inhabitation and Demolition:  
varied responses to the technique of high-rise housing 
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Figure 1: Pruitt-Igoe 1955   Figure 2: Mark II estates, Hong Kong c.1955 



 
 

 

 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

 
Figure 3: Squatter’s Housing c.1966     Figure 4: Mark I + II estates, housing +/-150K resettled squatters,1966 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

Figure 5: Mark II Shared Corridor      Figure 6: Pruitt-Igoe Shared Galleries, conceived as “indoor streets” 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

                                                           
 
 
 
 

Figure 7: Pruit Igoe Interior c. 1960       Figure 8: Pruitt-Igoe Shared Gallery  



 
 

 

 

Figure 9: Mark I Apartment: doors-open                                   Figure 10: Mark I: high rise street life 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

   
Figure7: 15 storey, Mark V: clothes-drying poles  Figure 6: Pruitt-Igoe: broken windows 

                                                           



 
 

 

 

Empowering and Expanding design 
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